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tribal, federal, state and local
governments has had a signifi-
cant impact within the region,
particularly in the areas of
research and education.

For example, sanctuary staff

off the Washington coast.

This research resulted in
the identification of deep-water
coral communities and other
undersea habitats believed to
be critical to the survival of
:I);::kﬁsélixl a%éi other bottom fish

ng the Washington coast.
Marine sanctuary This summer, sanctuary

Port Angeles is home base  research focused on important
to the Olympic Coast National human and ecological health
Marine Sanctuary, which trends such as recurrent
stretches along three-quarters  plankton blooms that produce
of Washington’s coastline and is  toxic algae.
one of 14 sites in the network of Using sophisticated data-
national marine sanctuaries. gathering buoys, scientists

(See PDN story today, Page increased their understanding
A4). - of hypoxia and its possible role

Designated 12 years ago, in recent fish and crab kills.
the sanctuary, working with An active partner in the
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community, the sanctuary has g&tlon know of the commu-

helped promote tourism and nity’s support for this vital
education programs for visi- program before it is too late.
tors, helpmg support the Lori Arguelles,

region’s economic base.
On the Port Angeles water-
front, the new Olympic Coast

Silver Spring, Md.

Arguelles is president and
t 115 E. Rail-  CEO of the National Marine -
loorofthe  Sanctuary Foundation
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thousands of visitors annually.

Nationwide, sanctuaries are
critical to the survival of
marine habitats and the
human communities that are
linked with them.

They deserve the support of
the communities they serve
and need to be funded at
appropriate levels.

Unfortunately, funding for
these programs is in jeopardy
in the U.S. Congress.

Congress is now determin-
ing funding for the program
for fiscal year 2007.

I urge the community to let
influential members of the
Washington congressional dele-
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