
 
 

Friends of NOAA Coalition 
 

February 11, 2009 
 
The Honorable Harry Reid 
The Honorable Daniel Inouye 
The Honorable Thad Cochran 
The Honorable Max Baucus 
The Honorable Charles Grassley 
 
United States Senate 
Washington DC 20510 

The Honorable David Obey 
The Honorable Jerry Lewis 
The Honorable Charles Rangel 
The Honorable Dave Camp 
The Honorable Henry Waxman 
 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington DC 20515

 
 
Dear Conferees:  
 
On behalf of the Friends of NOAA Coalition, we the undersigned are writing to express our thanks 
to the House and Senate for recognizing the important contributions National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) programs make to the economy and convey our strong 
support for funding provided for NOAA in H.R. 1, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009.  The programs and activities proposed in the House and Senate bills, including investments in 
critical infrastructure and habitat restoration, would generate direct economic benefits while also 
enhancing the agency’s capacity to provide essential information for decision makers to better 
manage the ocean and understand climate-related changes in an increasingly stressed environment. 
 
Friends of NOAA is committed to improving the agency’s capacity to support informed decision 
making, particularly those activities impacting the economic viability of the nation’s coastal and 
inland communities.  This includes significantly enhancing the quality, availability and timeliness of 
ocean and atmospheric science and information provided to policy makers, managers and the public. 
Unfortunately, chronic underfunding of NOAA has severely limited its capacity to address pressing 
national challenges, such as enhancing our understanding of climate change, addressing climate-
related impacts on the economy and environment., evaluating renewable energy opportunities in 
coastal waters, and supporting efforts to stimulate the science and technology base that is critical to 
the future of the nation’s economy.   
 
The proposed funding in the pending economic stimulus bills, including support for satellites and 
climate modeling, the construction and repair of NOAA facilities, support for habitat restoration, 
hydrographic survey backlogs, critical weather observing systems and radar, and marine debris 
projects merits inclusion in the final bill.   These funds will generate jobs and reduce risk and future 
expenses, while also enhancing the effectiveness and increase the availability of products and services 
that help support the economy.  We greatly appreciate your continuing support for NOAA and 
strongly encourage you to support these important investments. 
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