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October 17, 2007

Honorable Alan B. Mollohan Honorable Barbara Mikulski

Chairman Chairwoman

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, and Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, and
Science Science

House of Representatives United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Honorable Rodney P. Frelinghuysen Honorable Richard Shelby

Ranking Minority Member Ranking Minority Member

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, and Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, and
Science Science

House of Representatives United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Mollohan, Chairwoman Mikulski, Mr. Frelinghuysen, and Senator Shelby:

The organizations listed on this letter are supporters, stakeholders, unionized employees and partners of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Collectively we make up the Friends of
NOAA Coalition. As you prepare to conference on the FY08 Commerce-Justice-Science Appropriations
Act, we wish to offer our collective support for NOAA. The House bill recommended a total of $4.0
billion and the Senate bill recommends $4.2 billion. We urge the conferees to support NOAA at the level
recommended by the Senate.

NOAA’s programs help protect our ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources, coastal communities, and
contribute to the health and vitality of the economy. Weather and climate sensitive industries account
for about one-third of the Nation’s GDP. With the resources to be appropriated to NOAA in this bill,
every citizen receives weather forecasting, hurricane tracking, tsunami warnings, navigational information,
fisheries management, hazard mitigation, scientific research, and local community assistance.

NOAA is one of the premier science agencies in the Federal Government, providing decision makers
with critically important data, products, and services that promote and enhance the nation’s economy,
national security, environmental protection, and our quality of life. It was NOAA -- and the underlying
science enterprise of its partners -- that enabled the delivery of accurate and timely information regarding
the impending landfall of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, a forecast that saved tens of thousands of lives. A
better understanding of the oceans and improvements in forecasting not only benefits coastal
communities — it benefits us all. Economists have estimated that altering planting decisions based on
improved El Nifio and La Nifia forecasts would save U.S. farmers $265-$300 million.

NOAA plays a lead role in researching and modeling the causes and impacts of global climate change,
working in close collaboration with both NASA and NSF, whose programs are also funded in this
legislation. The agency provides policy makers with information necessary to make balanced decisions
regarding actions to deal with a changing climate. NOAA also provides critical data to mariners,
contributing to the safe navigation of commercial and recreational vessels in U.S. waters. The tides and
currents data, real-time information through the PORTS program, and mapping and charting work done
by NOAA help fulfill the agency’s mission to support and facilitate commerce.
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With the exception of NOAA Fisheries, the funds recommended in the House and Senate bills for
NOAA would fully fund the President’s fiscal year 2008 budget request, including the priorities and
initiatives contained in the interagency ocean research priorities plan and implementation strategy; restore
funding for core programs, rebuild vital observation programs, and enable NOAA to address other issues
germane to their mission that have traditionally been supported by Congtess. It would allow
enhancements in the development of an integrated ocean and atmospheric observing system; increased
research and education activities, expand ocean conservation and management programs; and provide
critical improvements in infrastructure (satellites, ships, high performance computers, facilities), and data
management. Such an increase would represent significant progress toward addressing recommendations
contained in the reports of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy and the Pew Oceans Commission, the
recent report card issued by the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative and the interagency Ocean Research
Priorities Plan and Implementation Strategy.

We appreciate the tight fiscal constraints facing the conference and the difficult decisions associated with
allocating limited financial resources. Nevertheless, we believe NOAA represents an important
investment in the future health and well being of the Nation and we urge the conferees to provide the
$4.2 billion proposed by the Senate.
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